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 FIRE ALARM BATTERY MAINTENANCE TEST 1E 
 OPERATING PROCEDURE 

 

APPLICATION 
All fire alarm batteries must be tested, according to schedule, to assure they have sufficient capacity  in the 
event of a power failure. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
• Equipment needed: 

− Digital voltmeter 
− Battery load tester 
− Applicable, specific knowledge of the building fire alarm system 

WORK STEPS 
1. Notify Building Manager : 

− Fire alarm batteries will be tested 
− Approximate time in  minutes the building fire alarm evacuation bells will be deactivated. 

2. Notify Fire Department dispatcher: 
− Buildings that won’t have  fire alarm evacuation bells and minutes the bells will be deactivated. 
− Which zone points may be transmitted during testing. 
− When possible, notify Fire Department dispatcher immediately prior to a zone point transmission. 

3. Determine ancillary functions that may be affected during procedure. 

4. Perform necessary procedure(s) to prevent undesirable occurrences, for example: 
− Operate required bypass switches,  
− Disconnect halon releasing squibs,  
− Remove shunt-trip fuses.  

 
CAUTION:  If you don’t know all specific potentials for unintended, undesirable occurrences, STOP! Before 

proceeding, apply100% rule,  identify specific potentials, and complete avoidance procedures. 
 

5. Connect digital voltmeter to charging circuit. 

6. Record digital voltmeter reading on CMMS (Maximo) PPM Sheet. 

7. Disconnect batteries from charging circuit. 

8. Connect battery load tester to batteries and record lowest reading. 

9. Record load tester reading on CMMS (Maximo) PPM Sheet. 

10. Disconnect battery load tester 

11. Replace batteries that do not maintain proper voltage reading under load test. 

12. Reconnect batteries to charging unit. 

13. Return alarm and ancillary functions to the same status they were prior to test.  Systems may have been 
disabled status prior to battery test. 

14. Notify building manager and Fire Department Dispatcher that fire alarm battery test is complete and that 
building fire alarm systems have been returned to the status they were prior to test. (systems may have 
been disabled prior to test).  
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RESPONSIBILITIES AND CONTROLS 
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